
 
 

 
 

 
 

Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte 
At the centre of this novel is the passionate love between Catherine 
Earnshaw and Heathcliff - recounted with such emotional intensity 
that a plain tale of the Yorkshire moors acquires the depth and 
simplicity of ancient tragedy. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte 
Charlotte Brontë tells the story of orphaned Jane Eyre, who grows 
up in the home of her heartless aunt, enduring loneliness and 
cruelty. This troubled childhood strengthens Jane's natural 
independence and spirit - which prove necessary when she finds 
employment as a governess to the young ward of Byronic, brooding 
Mr Rochester. 

 
 

 
 
 

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 
This romantic novel explores the burgeoning relationship between 
Elizabeth Bennet, the daughter of a country gentleman, and 
Fitzwilliam Darcy, a rich aristocratic landowner. 

 
 

 
 

 

Nineteen Eighty-Four by George Orwell 
A terrifying vision of a totalitarian future in which everything and 
everyone is a slave to a tyrannical regime. 

 
 

 
 
 

The Great Gatsby by F Scott Fitzgerald 
The story of the fabulously wealthy Jay Gatsby and his love for the 
beautiful Daisy Buchanan, of lavish parties on Long Island at a time 
when The New York Times noted "gin was the national drink and 
sex the national obsession," it is an exquisitely crafted tale of 
America in the 1920s. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger 
It’s Christmas, and Haulden Caulfield has just been expelled from another 
school.  Fleeing the crooks at Pencey Prep, he pinballs around New York 
City seeking solace in fleeting encounters—shooting the bull with 
strangers in dive hotels, wandering alone round Central Park, getting 
beaten up by pimps and cut down by erstwhile girlfriends. The city is 
beautiful and terrible, in all its neon loneliness and seedy glamour, its 
mingled sense of possibility and emptiness. Holden passes through it like 
a ghost, thinking always of his kid sister Phoebe, the only person who 
really understands him, and his determination to escape the phonies and 
find a life of true meaning. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck 
A shocking depiction of poverty and discrimination in the American 
depression. Evicted from their failed farm by big business, the Joad 
family joins the hordes of migrants making their way to California, 
the land of plenty. Their story is one of false hopes, thwarted 
desires and broken dreams. Their story is a tribute to the human 
spirit. 

 
 

 
 
 

Tess of the D’Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy 
When Tess Durbeyfield is driven by family poverty to claim kinship 
with the wealthy D’Urbervilles and seek a portion of their family 
fortune, meeting her ‘cousin’ Alec proves to be her downfall. A very 
different man, Angel Clare, seems to offer her love and salvation, 
but Tess must choose whether to reveal her past or remain silent in 
the hope of a peaceful future. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe 
A simple story of a "strong man" whose life is dominated by fear 
and anger, Things Fall Apart is written with remarkable economy 
and subtle irony. Uniquely and richly African, at the same time it 
reveals Achebe's keen awareness of the human qualities common 
to men of all times and places. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens 
A Christmas Carol has become one of Dickens' best loved stories. 
Scrooge is an old miser who lives alone in his cold house by night 
and torments his assistant at work by day. One evening, just before 
Christmas, he is visited by the ghost of his old business partner... a 
ghost with a very important warning. 



 
 

 

Catch 22 by Joseph Heller 
At the heart of Joseph Heller's bestselling novel, first published in 
1961, is a satirical indictment of military madness and stupidity, 
and the desire of the ordinary man to survive it. It is the tale of the 
dangerously sane Captain Yossarian, who spends his time in Italy 
plotting to survive. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 
Frankenstein  unfolds the story of a scientist Victor Frankenstein 
who creates a hideous monster from pieces of corpses and brings it 
to life. But the monster eventually becomes the source of his 
misery and demise. The plot of the novel is epistolary. The story is 
narrated through the first-person accounts of Captain Walton, 
Victor Frankenstein, and the monster himself.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Sons and Lovers by DH Lawrence 
The marriage of Gertrude and Walter Morel has become a 
battleground. Repelled by her uneducated and sometimes violent 
husband, delicate Gertrude devotes her life to her children, 
especially to her sons, William and Paul - determined they will not 
follow their father into working down the coal mines. But conflict is 
evitable when Paul seeks to escape his mother's suffocating grasp 
through relationships with women his own age.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde 
In this celebrated work Wilde forged a devastating portrait of the 
effects of evil and debauchery on a young aesthete in late-19th-
century England. Combining elements of the Gothic horror novel 
and decadent French fiction, the book centres on a striking 
premise: As Dorian Gray sinks into a life of crime and gross 
sensuality, his body retains perfect youth and vigour while his 
recently painted portrait grows day by day into a hideous record of 
evil, which he must keep hidden from the world.  
 
 
 



 

 

 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain 
A nineteenth-century boy from a Mississippi River town recounts 
his adventures as he travels down the river with a runaway slave, 
encountering a family involved in a feud, two scoundrels 
pretending to be royalty, and Tom Sawyer's aunt who mistakes him 
for Tom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Age of Innocence by Edith Wharton 
This is Newland Archer’s world as he prepares to marry the 
beautiful but conventional May Welland. But when the mysterious 
Countess Ellen Olenska returns to New York after a disastrous 
marriage, Archer falls deeply in love with her. Torn between duty 
and passion, Archer struggles to make a decision that will either 
courageously define his life—or mercilessly destroy it. 
 
 
 
 

 

Brave New World by Aldous Huxley 
Brave New World is a searching vision of an unequal, 
technologically-advanced future where humans are genetically 
bred, socially indoctrinated, and pharmaceutically anesthetized to 
passively uphold an authoritarian ruling order–all at the cost of our 
freedom, full humanity, and perhaps also our souls. 
 
 
 
 
 


